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THE USE OF RADAR by law enforcement agencies to check speeding and 
reckless driving is likely to be considerably expanded in the future 
There have been instances where the accuracy of radar speed readings has 
been challenged in court, and the law enforcement agency must then call a 
qualified expert as a witness To provide the electronic engineer, who may 
be called upon to testify, with some information on the problems involved, 
J. Q. Brantley, Jr., of Buffalo, made tests with a single radar unit, which 
are reported in Electronics for December 1955 It was his conclusion that 
speed errors made by the radar unit were almost always favorable to the 
passing vehicle The one exception was that observations made when the 
engine in the radar car was idling consistently overestimated actual 
speeds He noted also that periodic calibration of the counter and speed 
meter were necessary to maintain accuracy 


THE ONLY EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUE for controlling termi 
struction That was the conclusion of L. W. Orr, Chief 
Research of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, at a re 
Architects and building contractors should be able to construc omes 
are truly termite-proof Another speaker at the same conference pointed 
out that the Federal Housing Administration recognizes only four methods of 
termite protection: poured concrete foundations, masonry unit foundations 
capped with 4 inches of reinforced concrete, metal shields, and preserva- 
tive treatment of the wood used Soil poisoning, accordi: > Mr. Orr 
should be used simply as an adjunct to proper construction in termite con- 
trol 


that 


. * > 


WHERE DO YOU THINK is the healthiest place to live in the United 
States? In cities where there are lots of hospitals, physicians, and other 
health facilities? In the country? In warm-weather-—the-year-—round states? 
Not at all! According to a recent study by the federal government, as- 
sisted by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, the six states with the 
highest expectation of life at birth for white males during the period 
studied were South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas, and North 
Dakota——-all sparsely settled states 


HIGHWAY COURTESY is a must for safe driving, writes a CR subscriber 
who finds poky drivers inconsiderate and a constant menace He suggests 
that all drivers check in their rear-view mirrors, and when they see 
traffic piling up behind they should pull off the road and let the faster 
cars go by. Our subscriber thinks that such a technique should be com- 
pulsory, enforced by a highway patrol to prevent traffic congestion and 
needless hazards to normal-speed drivers 


RESALE PRICE MAINTENANCE, more popularly known as retail price fixing, 
is looked upon with disfavor by federal government agencies and some state 
legislatures. The so-called fair trade contracts are not being policed by 
many manufacturers, according to the magazine Photo Dealer, because they 
just can’t afford to Furthermore, with factories pouring out merchandise, 
products must be moved into consumers’ hinds as rapidly as possible to 
avoid the problem of overloaded stockrooms The magazine suggests that 


dealers write their Senators and Congressmen that they should denounce 
not share this point 


e 


price-—cutting activities Consumers, however, will 
of view 
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THAT SPARE TIRE in the trunk of an automobile can be used for more 
than just a replacement in case you get a flat It is very effective in 
rescuing drowning persons, according to an announcement by the B. F 
Goodrich Company The company points out that a spare tire, wheel and all, 
can support up to six people in the water It can also be used effectively 
in the winter as a rescue aid for persons who have broken through thin 
ice. The company suggests that you take particular care to keep air in 
your spare tire since it may be useful in saving a life 


* > * 


PENICILLIN IN TOOTH PASTE is considered ineffective in reducing tooth 
decay, according to a study released by the Journal of the American Dental 
Association Dr. Irwin D. Mandel and Dr. Martin Lunin, of Columbia 
University, carried on clinical investigations in which 161 school children 
used a penicillin dentifrice without direct supervision for 18 months. 

At the end of that time, there was no statistically significant difference 
in the incidence of dental decay between the control group and the ex- 
perimental group 


FLOORS COVERED WITH CARPET cost less to maintain than non-carpeted 
floors. At least that was the conclusion of a study made on institutional 
floors for the Carpet Institute The cost data were based on labor, 
materials, equipment, and the cost of storing and servicing the equipment 
necessary to maintain both carpeted and uncarpeted floors. Labor costs 
were based on $1.25 hourly and a 1000 square foot area was used as the 
standard. Servicing costs were based on a 5-day week or 260 servicings 
annually. The most substantial savings were made in areas subject to heavy 
conditions of soil and congestion, where the cost of maintaining 1000 
square feet of carpeted floors for a year was found to be $189 as compared 
with $383 for the maintenance of the same area non-carpeted In light 
traffic areas, the costs were $104 for carpet, against $181 for non-carpet 
The reason given for the high percentage of saving in the heavy traffic 
area was that the carpet tended to maintain its appearance during use and 
did not depend on gloss expected with certain types of non-carpeted floors 


THE CURRENT PROPAGANDA for fluoridation of drinking water has been a 
matter of considerable study by the California State Board of Pharmacy 
According to the secretary of the Board, no preparation containing flu- 
orides may be marketed in California since fluoride in any form is classi- 
fied under California law as a Class A poison This view is shared by a 
number of people elsewhere, in spite of the fact that much of the scien- 
tific press has gone in for propaganda exclusively for fluoridation rather 
than presentation of all the scientific facts Those who are interested 
in assistance in combating overeager health authorities bent on benefiting 
a few at the expense of the majority will find useful a legal brief in 
opposition to fluoridation of public water supplies by W. Cleveland Runyon, 
available at 25 cents the copy from the Citizens Medical Reference Bureau, 
Inc., Setauket, Long Island, N. Y 


THOSE NEW SOFT WOOLEN FABRICS that combine wool with fur fibers, such 
as Angora, muskrat, beaver, and cashmere, may turn out to be a disap- 
pointment to the owners of such coats According to the National Institute 
of Drycleaning, some manufacturers are using low quality wool combined 
with coarse guard hair at one time used only by the carpet trade. When 
such fabrics are dry cleaned, the short hairs fall out. Often, the N.I.D 
reports, such fabrics are labeled as containing 10 percent to 20 percent 
cashmere, when the percentage is actually less When the fur falls out, it 
isn’t there at all and the fur effect is destroyed 


The continuation of this section is on page 33) 
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STATION WAGONS 


Sport Suburbar 


Chevrolet 210 Townaman 











NE of the many critics olf today’s aut 1951 sales 


mobiles has said that the station wagor 6! 


2 pn ree 
the only sensible body left in Detroit s | here 
The sales figures for the past lew years | 


that more and more people have a similar 


popularity 0 


tow ira counts 


the 


or at least they believe that for them the statio cabins and 


wagon 18 the most prac tical form of transporta and supplies lor 


tion In 1951, there were five times maintenan 


station wagons sold as in 1946. By 1954, the er families 
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the improvements in the design and construction 
of the station wagon may be the most important 
reasons for its almost universal acceptance. The 
pre-war and early post-war station wagons had 
wood bodies (except a few truck-type models 
which suffered rapid deterioration from the 
weather, even if they were refinished periodically 
The expensive maintenance and short body life 
“wagon'’ a poor buy for the family of 
Ihe big change came in 1949, 
introduced the Suburban, a 


made the 
average means 
when Plymouth 
steel-bodied station wagon on a passenger car 
chassis. The advantages were obvious. The 
steel body was safer and cost less to build than 
a wood body, the expensive body maintenance 
was eliminated, the body life and the trade-in 
value were increased, and the new wagons had 
riding and handling qualities that made them 
more like a car than a truck. Within a short 
time after the Suburban appeared, all makes of 
station wagons sported steel bodies, and their 
appeal to the average family increased immensely 
For many farmers and small businessmen, it 
was a weekday-truck and a week-end-sedan 
Owners thought of new uses faster than the 
ad-men, which is an unusual accomplishment 
For those who have become interested in the 
practical station wagon, CR can offer some ad 
vice and information. First of all, the station 
wagon affords more room inside than the sedan 
It can carry six people and a large amount of 
baggage (even as many as nine people in some 
models), and when the full passenger space is 
not needed, the unused seats can be quickly 
removed or folded to provide additional cargo 
space. Many models have the interior finished 
with material that resists scuffing and is easy 
to clean after hauling home a load of shrubbery 
or a few bags of fertilizer. The wagon has a 
higher proportion of its total weight on the rear 
wheels than a sedan of the same make, therefore 
has better traction and less danger of skidding 
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Of course, a station wagon has some short 
comings and peculiarities. Because it weighs 
more than a sedan, it can be expected to give 
slightly less gasoline mileage and have less ac 
celeration than a sedan, especially if full use is 
made of its luggage capacity. The hardware 
necessary for the folding seats, the tail gate, and 
the rear window may occasion a few extra rattles 
after the wagon has had some use. In the winter, 
the wagon is not as snug as a sedan because the 
heater has to cope with the larger exposed sur- 
faces and glass area and the large interior volume 
Most people will consider the riding qualities of 
the station wagon to be a little ‘stiffer’ than the 
sedan, but some people prefer the more solid 
type of ride 

One thing to remember in hauling heavy items 
in a station wagon is that these can be very 
dangerous in case of accident, particularly a 
front-end collision A loaded station wagon 
should, therefore, be driven with parti ular care 
to avoid all risks of accident 


When you shop for a station wagon, consider 


these points before you place your order. (We 


assurne you have decided whether you prefer a 
2-dvor, 6-passenger or a 4-door, 6- or 8-passenger 
In many models, you can have a 6-cylinder 
engine, or an 8-cylinder for about $100 more 
The 6-cylinder will be cheaper and generally 
easier to service, will use less gasoline, will have 
less power than the 8-cylinder (especially notice 
able on a steep hill) The 6 may have slightly 
higher depreciation, when it comes to a turn-in 
In general, if you want performance, get the 8; 
if you want economy, get the 6 

You will also have a choice of transmissions 
The automatic 


If you 


and possibly rear axle ratios 
transmission will cost about $190 extra 
have a choice of axle ratios, choose the low ratio 
if vou drive in level country, or the higher ratio 
if vou do much driving in hilly country (A 
low numerical ratio rear axle is often called a 





Rambler Cross Country 


“high speed” axle, the high ratio is a “‘low speed 


or “‘mountain”’ axle Ford, tor example, offers 
a 4.09 to 1 or a 4.27 to 1 ratio with standard 
The 4.09 to 1 will give slight! 
more speed and less pulling power than the 
“‘mountain’™’ 4.27 to 1 ratio. If you choose th 
wagon with overdrive (at $110 extra), you ca 


transmission 


have the pulling power of a high ratio in “‘low 
“second,” and “high,”’ and you will have eas 
high speed cruising in 4th" (overdrive 

If you will usually carry substantial loads, t: 
to get the next larger tire size than is used on 
the same model sedan. If you will often carry 
heavy loads, get 6-ply tires 


tires are standard equipment on some models 


the large or heavy 


and heavy-duty 
if they are available The 


springs and shock absorbers 
“standard” tires for 
the station wagons are considerably overloaded 
if any sizable load is carried, as indicated in the 
table. The Ford V-8 Ranch Wagon, for example 
has a weight, unloaded, equal to the rated carry 
ing capacity (3700 pounds) of four, 4-ply, 6.70 x 
15 tires. Four, 4-ply, 7.10 x 15 tires have a rated 
capacity of 3960 pounds, and four, 6-ply, 7.10 x 
15 tires have a rated capacity of 4520 pounds 
Thus it appears that 6-ply, 7.10 x 15 tires would 
be best suited for the Ranch Wagon if the user 
The 6 
ply tires give a somewhat stiff ride; if comfort is 
important to you, it may be worth while to 
choose the 4-ply, 7.10 x 15 for their softer ride 
with the expectation of somewhat shorter tire 
life than would be afforded by the 6-ply tires 
If you travel a great deal on bad roads, be 


will carry heavy loads often or usually. 


sure the wagon has enough road clearance 
(Plymouth is one that is pretty likely to scrape 
bottom) For very bad terrain, maybe you 
should consider the Willys “Jeep” four-wheel 
drive station wagon, or another of the heavy 


truck type, such as the Chevrolet Carrya 


CR’s tests 


Che hive station wagons were given road tests 


to determine riding and handling qualities 
construction details and features were examined 


and the space available inside was measured 


Gasoline mileage ind wcceleration can be if} 


ferred reasonabl well from the equivalent 
model and make of sedans tested by CR (except 
the Studebaker; the Studebaker 8-cylinder sedan 
was not tested ind on that account special 
tests on the station w wons were not carned out 
yenet il com 


The following listings contain 


ments about five station wagons Important 


dimensions and price, weight, and other data 


are given in the tabk The reader may refer tor 
other details to (R's test reports on sedans, as 
the engines and transmissions used in station 
wagons are the same as those used in sedans ol 
the same make and model An exception is the 
Ford, which uses one size V-8 engine in station 
wagons and Fairlane model smaller V-8 
in Mainline and Customline pa 


When lox ked 


could not be opened from inside on any of the 


the rear window and tail gate 


station wagons tested this is an advantage 


especially when children are being carried in 


the rear of the car. 


A 


Ford V-8 Ranch Wagon ood ride on 1 
ment. Steering efiort, low g. precise 
and handled better than many sedan Engine noise 
rattles 


yugh pave 
Stee red 


low to moderate Some noises, but no 


were evident on rough | ment Rear (hinged) 


window had spring counterbalancing to hold it securel 


im the open posi tio itment com 


sidered good. Rear seat fol le he seat cushion 
when folded upward an rme a barrier, t 
prevent baggage from idden stop 


should occur 
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Chevrolet Ford Plymouth Rambier 
210 Ranch Sport Cross Studebaker 
Townsman Wagon Suburban Country Parkview 


Price, dollars’ 2235 2295 2350 


No. of cylinders’ 8 8 
No. of doors 2 2 
Passenger capacity 6 6 6 
Wheelbase, inches 115.5 116.5 
Overall length, inches 198 209 197 
Curb weight of wagon tested’ 3705 3565 
Percent of weight on front wheels‘ 53.5 54.5 
Tire size (all 4-ply)* 6.70x15 6.70x15 6.70x15 6.70x15 
Percent tires overloaded’ 25 27 37 23 
Brake lining area 158 191 166 195 
Square inches of brake lining per 1000 Ib 

of loaded weight 40 33 43 
Dimensions of cargo space, inches 


Usable width between wheel housings 
Width of rear opening 

Height of rear opening 

Average height 

Depth, back of rear seat to closed tai! gate 
Depth, rear seat folded, to closed tail gate 





i do not i ide state 


Prices are eo called “factory delivered” prices, and 
heater, radio. et 


matic (ranemissions, power eteering, power brake 
cylinder models of Ford, Chevrole, and Piymouth are about $100 less 
*Thie weight will be subject to some variation, depending upon the r 
*The lower percentages are the more desirable from the standpoint of 
‘Larger capacity tires are available at extra coset, in each case 

*Rased on curb weight plus 1000 Ib 


Rambler Cross Country. Very good mde on rough forward (somewhat less important in a 4-door mode 
pavement. Steering effort, moderate Steering, pre which has a rigid backrest for the front seat 


cise. Engine noise, fairly low. Body noise, low for é 
Plymouth Sport Suburban. Gave a very good ride 


front seat passengers, moderate for rear seat passengers 
even on rough pavement. Steering effort (with power 


No body rattles. Rear window retracts into tail gat 
steering) considered too low by some drivers Power 


when outside crank is turned, and can be locked at ' 
u 


steering gave little rox feel Engine noises higher 


desired opening Interior appointments considered 


or wd or Chevrolet \ uses. lo < 
to be of high quality except for the floor mat in the than on Ford or Chevrot Body noise a Rear 


hinged) window required tightening of two thumb 


luggage space. Rear seat folded, or backrest of front 
screws to lock it in the open position (sometimes an 


seat could be dropped down to form a bed in combina 
inconvenience Interior appointments considered 


tion with the rear seat cushion The Rambler was 
good. Rear seat folded easily, and seat cushion forms 


considered somewhat less desirable than the other 
‘ 


» when folde O ‘ve orw: s f luggage 
station wagons for hauling bulky loads because of it top when folded, t eo rye rward shift of luggag 
limited height in the baggage space In all other re Because of mall road clearance, not the stati 


) j V on wi mer ; ' ot sO 4 owne ’ 
spec ts CR considered the Rambler ver stisfactor vag I L pe vh ravel n higl rowned f 


rutted roads 
Studebaker Parkview. Fairly wood ride on rough 
pavement Steering was not up to par, p wsibly due 


A- 


Chevrolet 210 Townsman. The rick " ou to improper adjustment 
to in placed too tar torward tor comfortabl 


Steering wheel was con 


road was not as good as Ford's, particularly for f idered 
driving. Engine noise level, lo » moderate. Bod 
precise, Engine noise, moderate. Body noise, mod noises, low. No body rattles ar (hinged) window 
manually-set safety links to lock it in the oper 


seat passengers, Steering effort, average Steering 


erate Rear (hinged) window vibrated, with noise had 
appointments considered good 


when open. Interior appointments considered good si tion Interior 


Rear seat folded easily, but did not form a stop, as on r sweat folded easil 
» prevent forward shift of luggage 


and seat cushion when folded 


Ford Ranch Wagon, to prevent baggage from sliding wis yp, t 
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Six 1956 Automobiles 


Buick Roadmaster, Chrysler New Yorker, Oldsmobile 
Super 88, Rambler Custom, Nash Statesman Super 6, 


Chevrolet 210 V-8 


Buick Roadmaster 


The ride of the Roadmaster was tairly firm 
on sharp bumps the car had a tends 
hit bottom.” On turns the car remained 
level As on the rest of the Buick lin 
spring suspension is still retained at the 
The new and improved power steering 


Saginaw) used on this car was the bes 


issist type ol steering tested to date 


driver had a feel of the road, which was lac} 


on Chrysler ‘full-time’ power steering 


idvantage of “‘self-return to a str 

Steering was precise. The maker's claim is tha 
only a 234 pound effort on the steering wheel rim 
is necessary before the power assist takes hold 
Che transition from manual to power assist was 
hardly detectable With the engine switched 
off and the transmission in neutral, it was noted 
that the steering effort required was moderately 
high. One noticeable improvement in the power 
steering of the 1956 Buick is the reduction in the 
number of turns of the steering wheel betwee: 
extreme right and left limits (4-1/4 turns a 
compared to 5-1/3 for the 1955 Buick Road 
master 

Engine and transmission noise level were k 


W ind nom 


very low 


front ventipanes partly open) was 
Aside from some slight window rattles 
this was a rather quiet car 

Considerable glare from instrument pa 
with its great amount of chrome-plate was no 
Instruments were fairly easy to read, with wv 
contrast for night as well as daytime operat 

Ihe heater controls were easy to master, but 
their location at the lower edge of center ol 
strument panel was too low for convenient reach 
by the driver. On the whole, the heating system 
on this car operated satisfactorily without the 
use of the heater blower No underseat he 
or recirculation of inside air is available on 
year's Buick Heat from the centrally lo« 
vent at the front floor and through adjusta! 
registers at each end of the instrument | 
appeared to give adéqu ite warm-air distributio 
throughout the car The distributior ind 
amount of heated air at the defroster windshield 


vent appeared adequats 


ul operated wnooth 
With the 


engine switched off and transmission in neutral 


The power brakes o this « 


ly, with light to moderate pressure 


> ul ible 


it least four brake applications wer 


Pedal pressure required, iiter vacuum reserve 
had been used up, was rather high and perhaps 


too high for a woman driver lhe effective 


brake area this year is 34 square inches (15% 
less than on last year’s Roadmaster The new 
linings have been grooved to provide better 
dissipation of the heat generated in braking 
It was fouad that the foot (x lal operate | park 
ine br ike was inadequate ior emervency wus 

if permitted too great a tr ivel of the car befor 
i complete stop Padded dash is standard 
equipment on this car, but the hood ornament 
is of a potentially dangerous type. Instruments 
instead of indicating lights) are used for bat 
tery charge and discharge current and oil pres 
sure; this is desirable 

ind CR 


Specifications, prices rating appear 


on page 12 


Chrysler New Yorker 


This year the New Vorker ted horsepower 
| 


has been increased from 250 to 280, which is more 


than adequate power or goo periormance 


The instruments were convenient! cated and 
were of the desirable meter | instead of red 
liwhts), but the readahilit speedometer 
was considered not good The top of the 

ment panel and the rear upper edge of the front 
seat were padded ind there were » knife-like 
projections exposed irpsacte thi s thus 
somewhat better than most from t stand 
point The push Dutton selector |! the trans 
mission, like the one used o i Plymouth 
to have Te particular ay ‘ it 
lacks the desirable separate par! position 
The PowerF lite transn ion Op 


slight! 


view mirror was narrow i | 


moothly 
perce ) I he re af 
a ft permit 


with upshilts onl 


good visilnlits rable 


Che engin quiet 


ind no onrect*s 
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The power steering was fast (34% turns from 
full right to full left), and while it was precise 


wandering was evident, the effort 


and no 
required for steering was reduced to such a low 
level that feel of the road was practically non 
existent. Thus, in a skid, the driver would have 
no indication of the steering angle or the appro 
priate corrective steering action to be taken 
Power brakes were good and required low to 
About three 
were available after th 
After this reserve was used 


reserve 


moderate pedal effort 
brake 
engine had stopped 
up, the force required for braking was very high 


applications 


Riding comfort was good, for those who prefer 
a soft ride, and on rough pavements the car did 
not bob and weave quickly 
returned to normal 


excessively, but 


Specifications, prices, and CR’s rating appear 


on page 14 


Oldsmobile Super 88 


This vear the same basic engine is used on al! 
three Oldsmobiles, the 8&8, Super 88, and the 98 
Differences between the engines are that the &4 
has a dual carburetor and has a rated horsepower 
of 230, while the Super 8&8 and the 98 have Quadri 
Jet carburetors and are rated at 240 horsepower 
The 8&8 uses the old Hydra-Matic transmission, 
while the Super 88 and the 98 use the new 
Jetaway Hydra-Matic which is standard equip 
ment on the 98 

The test car gave a fairly firm but comfortable 
ride at moderate and low epeeds over rough 
pavement; at high speeds some pitching was 
noticeable to rear seat passengers 
the Oldsmobile was considered to give a good ride 
When the car cornered at high speeds, the rear 
end tended to slide more than the Pontiac Star 
Chief (February 1956 BULLETIN) even though 
the Oldsmolnle Super 88 had a shorter wheelbase 
and less rear overhang than the Pontiac Star 
Chief. Steering effort was moderately low (which 
is desirable); with the engine inoperative, the 
steering effort was not greatly different from 
that for most conventional steering systems (in 


stead of greatly increased, as it is on some cars) 


In general, 


The power brakes used on this car required 
very little pedal effort Braking action was 
smooth, with no side pull. With the engine 
inoperative, three power-assisted brake appli 
cations were available; after that, the pedal 
effort required became so high that it is felt that 
some women drivers would be unable to stop 
the car with the service brakes if power failure 


occurred However, the vacuum reserve appears 


to be adequate to meet such an emergency unless 
circumstances were very exceptional 

This year Oldsmobile has adopted a foot 
operated parking brake system similar to Buick 

No body rattles or squeaks were evident, and 
engine and transmission noises were low, as was 
the wind noise from open butterfly windows 

The Jelaway transmission operated very 
smoothly, and the upshift was barely perceptible 
under wide open throttle operation 

Indicating lights are used in place of the 
ammeter, oil pressure and jacket water tempera 
ture gauves Che latter has two lights, one 
indicating cold and the other hot. With this 
system, the driver has no way of knowing that 
the engine is overheating until it has reached a 
temperature that is possibly too high. A thermo 
metric gauge would be much better 

Specifications, prices, and CR’'s rating appear 


on page 1 5 


Rambler 


One of the completely new cars this year, the 
Rambler is now no longer a small car (though it 
is 300 to 350 pounds lighter than Ford and 
Chevrolet and about the same as Studebaker 
Champion Consequently the Rambler would 
seem to have lost much of the appeal it had when 
it was a really small car providing comfortable 
economical transportation on a par with some of 
its large competitors, with the added advantages 
of excellent maneuverability, ease of handling 
and parking These were all important con 
siderations with today's ever-worsening traffic 
congestion, but it may very well be that the 
manufacturer has decided that better sales for 
the Rambler will lie in making his car more close 
ly resemble other popular makes 

The new Rambler with the “Continental” 
tire mount (which adds about 8 inches to its 
length) has approximately the same over-all 
length as the Chevrolet and Ford, but is on a 
somewhat shorter wheelbase; factory-adver- 
tised prices of the Rambler are only slightly 
below those of corresponding lines of Chevrolet, 
Ford, and Plymouth Che price difference (less 
than $50 on some models 
ficient to be important to the average purchaser 
a choice between the available small 


is certainly not suf 


making 
cars. Increasing the rated horsepower from 90 
to 120 has not helped gasoline economy; 
1956 Rambler this was about the same as that 
obtained on the Ford 6 

A real advantage of the Rambler appears to be 
its single-unit body construction (used also on 
Hudson cars While it is most unlikely that 
tests have been made that could establish 


on the 


any 
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the relative safety of the body and frame welded 


to form a single unit over the conventional 
separate design with body bolted to the frame 
the unit type of construction does appear to 
have some advantages on the side of safety As 
the unit body-and-frame combination completely 
surrounds the passenger space, it should make 
the car safer in a roll-over or a side collision ind 
there should be less tendency for the doors to 
imposed ! i 


fly open when heavy stresses are 


crash 
Ina head-on collision. it is necessary that the 
such that the 


construction ofl the hod, be 


structure will absorb. by gradual 


} 


CTUSTITIY al 


progressive, 
crumpling and large | of 
energy of the collision; whether the more ri 


unit trame or the conventional frame con 


struction will cost more lives in crashes and 
collisions does not appear to be known at this 
time Ihere is at least a possibility that the 
single-unit body construction may eventually be 
standard for all cars: it has been reported that 
Ford, Cadillac are 


changing to a similar method of fabrication 


l incoln, and consice ring 

The Rambler has ample room for six passen 
gers The unconventional styling of the rear 
window arch is not objectionable, as it permits 
a nearly flat instead of a sloping rool, and this 
gives almost as much headroom in the rear as 
in the front. (Most other cars have insufficient 
headroom in the rear 


ever, are low, making entry and exit somewhat 


The door Openings, how 
difficult for tall persons. The steering wheel is 
low and some persons would find that it would 
interfere with application of the brakes. Door 
handles are 80 lox ated th it there is no danyet ol 


knee 


illumi 


their being accidentally opened by the 
Controls are well identified, but not 
nated at night 
The starter was actuated by pulling the gear 
selector lever toward the driver, with the lever 
in the neutral position. This has disadvantages, 


as the starter may be inadvertently engaged, 
until one becomes act ustomed to tnis operation, 
while the enwine is running 

The Rambler handled nicely and was easy to 
steer and park; riding quality was satisfactory, 
but not as good as that of the Nash Statesman 
The engine was rated at 120 horsepower (next 
above Studebaker Champion, rated at 101 horse 
power The acceleration was practically as 
good as that of the Ford 6, rated at 137 horse- 
power, and the Rambler gave about the same 
yasoline mileage 

Heater operated very satisfactorily, and pro 
vided ample heat at moderate speeds without 
use of the blower There was some leakage of 


rain around the windshield. 


The hood ornament was of a relatively good 


type from the salety standpor if if one must 
have a projecting hood ornament 
ind (R's rating appear 


Specifications, prices 


on page 16 


Nash Statesman Super 6 


This car Rambler 


uses the sa } =e the 
except that the Si IM ine uses a twin 
throat 
The Statesman is about 


the Rambler and 


instead of throat carburetor 
uunds heavier tha 
loes i ve quite vow 
acceleration or gasoli eag ike the 
Rambler, it uses the sing mstruction 


Ramble ‘ rs 


than { the 


qualit was 


Rambler in 


see text on 
judged better 
fact it 


tested 


Was Cons lere 
by CR this 


jwietness ol 


quality, ease of handli 
while t is wreat i its 


co isidered 


“oonsery ive uset 


ation Its power 
imple ior the 


Ample 


provide 1 at both frent and 


competitors’, was 
averaye he idroom 
and leg roo were 
rear, and hip room was extremely large The 
hump was vet low (desirable 


transmission 
The /iyrda-Matic transmission operated satis 
factorily, but the two drive positions were set too 
indicated by marking 


close together and poorly 


and detents, so that the driver found it difficult 
to be sure which drive position the car was in 

The headlights are set 21 inches closer together 
than normal, and in order to indicate the width 
of the car to an oncoming driver at night, large 
level in 
the position customary for headlights ancl the 


that the ire 


parking lights are located at the same 


switching arrangement is such 
always on when the headlights are on his 
arrangement of lights is also used on the Rambler 
and Ambassador; it is not considered a desirable 
one from the standpoint of the oncoming driver 


and of batterv loading Front and vision 
were good 

Some minor objections to this car are: the 
large and interteres 


brake 


ummeter and oil 


steering column 
with 


lights are used in place of 


post is 


operation of the foot indicating 


pressure gauges, rear doo h indles can be acci- 


dentally operated with the knee ind the hood 


ornament has two pointed projection Che 


horn ring was too sensitive it was vert easy to 


operate it accidental! Some trouble was e 


perienced with the windshield wipers, which 


seemed somewhat underpowered ind unable to 


operate the large blades under unfavorable con 


ditions. The heater was simple to operate and 
gave an ample supply of heat 
und CR's rating 


Specifications, prices 


on page 17 
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DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Buick Roadmaster 


A— (Tentative) 


Buick Readmaster. factory list price including federal excise tax 


plus freight and dealer's preparation and conditioning charge, about 


$3600 


A car that should appeal to those wanting a luxury car with adequate per 
formance, good handling qualities, and fairly good fuel economy 


CR’s findings on road tests 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions; at a constant speed of 50 m.p.h 
18.1 m.p.g. (fairly good) 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 5.1 sec.; from 0 to 60 m.p.h., 14.2 
sec.; from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 7.6 sec.; from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 6.1 sec All 
of these are good, but not greatly different from the acceleration times 
obtained on the cheaper Buick Special 


Speedometer was about 2 m.p.h. fast at 60 m.p.h. Odometer was approxi 


mately correct 


Factory-suggested retail non-glare mirror, instru 


price, including federal tax ment panel pad; ‘Acces 
(4-door sedan) $3458 sory Group” solid wheel 
*Freight, New Jersey 100 covers, electric clock, 
*Preparation and conditioning 50 trunk light, license plate 
frame (all standard equip 
Delivered price $3608 ment) 
Radio $95.70 
editions Heater and detroster 85.00 
Accessories Power brakes 38.70 
(factory installed) Power-actuated seat 
“Dynaflow’; power steer- ("6-way”’) 92.50 
ing; 2-tone paint; ‘Salety “Easy-Eye” glass 32.30 
Group” back-up lights, Three-tone paint 38.80 
emergency brake light, *Undercoating 
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Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 51.2 
Taxable weight: 4280 lb 


Engine 

8 cylinders in “V" arrangement 

Piston displacement: 322 cu. in 

Brake horsepower (rated): 255 at 
4400 rpm 

Compression ratio: 9.5 to | (re 
quires premium gas) 

Oil filter: full-flow type 

Cocling system capacity including 
heater: 19 qt 


Chassis 

Wheelbase: | 27 in 

Over-all length: 214 in 

Width: 80 in 

Tires: 8.00 x 15 (overloaded) 

Brake factor: 37 (unusually low, but 
see text) 

Minimum road clearance: 6.8 in 

Turning diameter: 43 ft 

Steering wheel turns (full right to 
full left): 3.3 


Other details 

Battery: 12-volt 62-amp.-hr 

Gasoline tank: 19 gal. 

Windshield wipers: vacuum 

Curb weight of car tested: 4690 |b 
(4-door “Riviera” model) 


suggested prices 





DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Chevrolet 210 V-8 


Che only differences between the Chevrolet 6's and the Chevrolet 
V-&'s are in the engines and the price; the 6-cylinder models sell 
for about $100 less than the 8's. Chevrolet offers three engines 
this year: the 6-cylinder, rated at 140 hp.; the “Turbo-Fire V-8,” 
170 hp. (162 hp. when with standard transmission or overdrive 
and a “Super Turbo-Fire V-8,"’ 205 hp. For other comments 
see Chevrolet 210 Six, February 1956 BULLETIN 


A-— (Tentative) 
Chevrolet 210 V-6 Powerglide. [factory list price plus [freight and 


dealer's preparation and conditioning charge was about $2390 


Like the Chevrolet 6, the V-8& is judged to be a satisfactory but not outstanding 

ar this year. Although its advertised horsepower has been increased from 
162 to 170, its performance in acceleration and gasoline economy was nol a 
good as was obtained on the corresponding 1955 model 


CR’s findings on road tests 

Gasoline mileage under test conditions constant speed of 50 
17.3 m.p.g. Over-all miles per gallon « e 1750 miles the 
driven by CR was 16 

Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.! mm 0 to 60 m.p 
sec.; from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 7.8 sec.; from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 8.4 s« 
figures are all good, and approximately the same as those obtained 
the comparable Plymouth V-& 

Speedometer had a large error, and read about 6"; 

Odometer was fast by 2”) 


Prices 


Accessories and extras 
(factory installed) 


Powerglide’’ transmission 


Factory-suggested retail 
price (4-door sedan) $1855 


*Federal excise tax 
8-cylinder ‘power package 
*Freight (New Jersey) 4-barre! carburetor and 
dual exhaust pipes 
*Preparation and conditioning 2 Sa eis eoumiiien. ont 
extras, see Chevrolet 210 


Delivered price $2194 Six (February 1955 Bulletin) 


Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 45 
Taxable weight: 3192 lb. (3293 lb 
with “Powerglide’’) 


Engine 

8 cylinders in “V" arrangement 

Piston displacement: 265 cu. in 

Brake horsepower (rated): 170 at 
4409 rpm. with “Powerglide 
162 at 4400 rpm. with standard 
transmission; optional engine 
205 at 4609 rpm 

Compression ratio: 8.0 to 1; 9.25 t& 
| with optional engine; both use 
regular gas 

Oil filter: fullflow type optiona 
equipment 

Cooling system capacity including 
heater: 17 qt 


Chassis 

Wheelbase: 115 in 

Over-all length: 197.5 in 

Width: 73.4 in 

Tires: 6.70 x 15 (overloaded 
Brake factor: 40 

Minimum road clearance 6.5 in 
Turning diameter: 41.5 ft 

Heering wheel turns (full right 1 


full left): 4.5 


Other details 

Battery: 12-volt 53-amp.-hy 
Gasoline tank: 16 gal 
Windshield wipers: vacuum 


Curb weight of car tested: 3455 li 
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DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Chrysler New Yorker 








A-— (Tentative) 


Chrysler New Yorker. factory list price in New Jersey, including 
federal excise tax, plus freight and dealer's preparation and conditioning 
charge, $3883. PowerFlite transmission and power brakes are standard 


equipment 


Judged a very good car in its price class. The only serious objections are to 
the type of its power steering, which leaves the driver without needed ‘feel 


the road," and its unsatisfactory type of eme rgency brake (lo be discu 
more fully in the report on the Chrysler Windsor in the next issue 


CR’s findings on road tests 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions; at a constant speed of 50 m. 
17.2 m.p.g. (good for a car of this size 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 4.9 sec.; from 0 to 60 m.p.h 
sec.: trom 20 to 50 m p h 0.0 sec.: from 40 to 60 m p h 5.0 sex 


very good 


Speedometer was unusually accurate, about 1 m.p.h. fast (read 51 
actual speed of 50 m.p.h. Odometer was about 4% fast 


Prices 


Factory-suggested retail 
price (4-door sedan) $3457 
*Federal excise tax 271 
"Freight (New Jersey) 100 
*Preperation and conditioning 55 


turn signals, back-up lights, 
automatic transmission, 
power brakes, undercoat- 
ing, two-tone paint, and 
certain salety equipment 


(standard equipment) 
Delivered price $3883 Radio 
Heater and detroster 
Power steering 
Power-actuated seat 
Whitewall tires 


Accessories and extras 
(factory installed) 
Oil filter, oil-bath air cleaner 
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Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 49.7 
Taxable weight: 4110 lb 


Engine 

8 cylinders in “V"’ arrangement 

Piston displacement: 354 cu. in 

Brake horsepower (rated): 280 at 
4600 rpm 

Compression ratio: 9 to | (requires 
premium gas) 

Oil filter: full-flow type 

Cooling system capacity including 
heater: 26 qt 


Chassis 

Wheelbase: 126 in. 

Over-all length: 221 in 

Width: 81 in, 

Tires: 8.00 x 15 tubeless (not over 
loaded) 

Brake factor: 52 (very good) 

Minimum road clearance: 6.5 in 

Turning diameter: 43.7 ft 

Steering wheel turns (full right to 
full left): 5.5 (3.5 with power 
steering) 


Other details 

Battery: 12-volt 70-amp..-hr 

Gasoline tank: 21 gal. 

Windshield wipers: electric 

Curb weight of car tested (St. Regis 
2-door hardtop): 4545 |b 





DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Oldsmobile Super 88 


A— (Tentative) 


Factory list 


freight and dealer's 


Oldsmobile Super 88 Jetaway Hydra-Matic. 
in New federal 


preparation and conditioning 


price 
excise tax, | 
$2995 


Jersey, including 


charge 
fuel 


last year, outstanding in ils price clas 


win very good performance and fair economy 


ludged a sturdy car 
The Oldsmobile 
for those who have no 


super S& 1s agatn, a 


objection to being restricted to use of premium gas 


CR’s findings on road tests 


onstant weed 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions; at a 
17.7 m.p.g. (fairly good 


p.h 3.9 sex fro 17.0 
1) to OOF 


ears model 


40 m 


6.9 sex irom 


10 to 60 m.p.h 
ph... 6.1 are { 


Acceleration times from 0 to 
from 20 to 50 m.p.h 


set 


iverage about 20% 


Odometer was fast 


siderably faster in all ranges than last 


Speedometer was about 5 m.p.h. fast at 


by about 4% 


Prices 


107.50 
39.80 


Factory suggested retail Power steering 


$2370 Power brakes 
225 


95 
100 


price 


*Federa! tax Power-actuated seat 
*Freight 


*Preparation and conditioning 


92.5 
188.30 


0-way 
Hydra-Mat 


Jetaway 


transmission 
Hydra-Matx 
204.50 
102.60 
or 
129.30 
82.35 
$4.90 
11.25 
40.50 
19.35 
35.00 


transmiss 


Radio 


Delivered price $2790 


Accessories and extras 
(factory installed) 


Oil filter 


Oil-bath air cleaner 


Heater and detroster 
Tinted glass 
Windshield washer 
Whitewall tires 


Safety instrument panel pad 


Turn signals (standard 
equipment) 
Back-up lights 


*Undercoating 


Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 48 

Taxable weight: 3795 lb 

Engine 

8 cylinders in ““V" arrangement 
324.3 cu. in 

240 at 


Piston displacement 
Brake horsepower (rated) 

4400 rpm 
Compression 


9.25 to | 


quires use of premium (jas) 


ratio \re 

Oil filter: full-low type, available as 
extra equipment 

luding 


Cooling system apacity in 


heater: 21.5 at 


Chassis 


Wheelbase: | 22 in 
Over-all length: 203 i 
Width: 78.6 in 

Tires: 7.60 « 15 
Brake factor: 42 


Minimum road 


(adequate 


learance. ¢ 
Turning diameter: 42 ft 
Steering wheel turns (full right t 


full left): 4-3/4 (4 


steering) 
Other details 


Battery: 12 


Gasoline tank: 20 ga! 


with powe 


voil O24-amp. -hr 


Windshield wipers: vacuum 
Curb weight of car tested: 4340 
Holiday Seda: 
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DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


Rambler Custom 


A~ (Tentative) 


Rambler Custom Hydra-Matic 


list price delivered in N.J., including federal excise tax 


American M stor ( orp.) 
plus freight and 


dealer's preparation and conditioning charge, $2313 


A good and well-built car, but not sufficiently 
lo warrant a choice on the basis of smaller size alone. For comments 
As a resull of good consumer 


have gradually tmprovea and 


car's single-unit body construction 


CR’‘s findings on road tests 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions: 
19.4 m.p.g. (good). Over-all mileage 


also good 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h 
mere from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 11.3 see 
These figures were not specially good but should be adequate for 


drivers 


Speedometer errors were much too 


see lext 
acceplance of previous models, trade-in values 
on 1955 Ramblers, they are as good as Ford and Chevrolet 6-cylinder models 


at a constant speed of 50 m.p.h 
for about 800 miles, 18.5 m.p.g 


5.1 see from 0 to 60 m.p.h 
from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 11.0 se 


at an actual speed of 50 m 


speedometer read 58 Odometer was fast by about 7% 


Prices 


Factory suggested retail! 

price (4-door sedan) $1854 
*Federal tax 146 
*Freight, New Jersey 100 
Preparation and conditioning 25 


Delivered price $2125 


Accessories and extras 
(factory installed) 
“Hydra-Matic”’ transmission $188.30 
Radio 76.00 
Heater and defroster 74.00 
Electric clock (standard 

equipment) 
Whitewall tires 
Two-tone paint 
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Front seat reclining back 
and twin beds (standard 
equipment) ($23.45 on 
DeLuxe and Super) 

Power brakes (standard 
equipment) 

($29.50 on other models) 

Power steering 

Tinted glass 

Oil-bath air cleaner 

Oil filter 

Turn signals (stanciard 
equipment) 

($16.45 on other models) 

Back-up lights (standard 
equipment) 

“Continental” tire carrier 





maller than Ford and Che 


Specifications 


Taxable horsepower: 23.44 
Taxable weight: 2910 lb 


Engine 

6 cylinders, overhead valves 

Piston displacement: 195.6 cu. in 

Brake horsepower (rated): 120 at 
4200 rpm 

Compression ratio: 7.47 to | (uses 
regular gas) 

Oil filter: partial-flow type, optional 
equipment 

Cooling system capacity including 
heater: 11 qt 


Chassis 

Wheelbase: 108 in. (about 7 in. less 
than Chevrolet, Ford, or Plymouth) 

Over-all length: 191 in. (199 in 
with the ‘Continental’ tire mount) 

Width: 71 in 

Tires: 6.40 x 15 (overloaded) 

Brake factor: 41 

Minimum road clearance: 6.3 in 

Turning diameter: 37.4 ft 

Steering wheel turns (full right to 
full left): 4.7 (3.4 with power 
steering) 


Other details 

Battery: 12-volt 45-amp.-hr 
Gasoline tank: 20 gal 

Windshield wipers: vacuum 

Curb weight of car tested: 3230 |b 








DETAILS AND CONCLUSIONS ON 


B+ (Tentative) Specifications 


Nash Statesman Super 6 Hydra-Matic. [actory-suggested price Taxable horsepower: 23.44 


in N.J., including federal tax, freight, and dealer reparation and con Taxable weight: 3174 lb 


ditioning charge, $2658 

Engine 
1 fine car for the average driver, but tts delivered price is about $350 more 6 cylinders, overhead valves 
than that of comparable Chevrolet or Ford. Trade-in values of this car, a Piston displacement: 195.6 cu. in 
cording to N.A.D.A. official used car guide, are still relatively low (deprecia Brake horsepower (rated): 130 at 
tion relatively high), as in previous years, tf turned in on one of the lou 4500 rpm 


depreciation ca Depreciation mignl be considera lower tf the tu 


rr 


Compression ratio: 7.47 to 1 (uses 
. ; . deale oth " " 
is made loa Ne dealer on another Nash regular gas, as is desirable) 


Oil filter: partial-flow type, optional 


CR’s findings on road tests 
equipment 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions: at a constant speed of 50 m.p.h Cooling system capacity including 
18.1 m.p.g. (fairly good). Over-all miles per gallon for the 1500 miles thi heater: 12 qt 


car was driven by CR, 14.5 
Chassis 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 5.4 see from 0 to 60 m.p.h., 20.6 Wheelbase: 114.25 in 
se from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 12 see from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 11.2 se Not Over-all length: 202 in 
outstanding, but considered adequate for most drivers Width: 78 in 
Tires: 6.70 x 15 (overloaded) 
Brake factor: 41 
Minimum road clearance: 6.3 in 
Turning diameter: 42.8 ft 
Steering wheel turns (full right to 
full left): 4 (3.6 with power steer 
Factory-suggested retail Foam-rubber cushions, rear 14.35 ing) 
price (4-door sedan) $2146 Front seat reclining back 
*Federa! tax 169 and twin beds 23.45 Other details 
*Freight, New Jersey 125 Power brakes 39.25 Battery: 12-volt 50-amp.-hr 
Preparation and conditioning 30 Power steering 107.50 Gasoline tank: 20 gal 
Tinted glass 31.95 Windshield wipers: vacuum 
Delivered price $2470 Oil-bath air cleaner 8.85 Curb weight of car tested: 3500 Ib 
Oil filter 9.75 
Directiona! signal (stand 


Speedometer was about 4% fast at 50 m.p.h. Odometer was correct 


Prices 


Accessories and extras sD contenant 

a 
Gacteny Gnstalteny Back-up lights 12.50 
‘Hydra-Matic”’ transmission $188.30 Whitewall tires (6.70 x 15) 34.95 
Radio 93.45 Two-tone paint 17.95 
Heater and detroster 79.50 Three-tone paint (“‘Custom” 
Electric clock 18.45 4-door only) 39.95 
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Automatic Washer and Clothes Dryer 


HE two machines discussed in this article 
were received too late to be included in the 
tests of 5 
reported in the October 


washers and 9 dryers 
1955 CR BULLETIN 


They were, however, subjected to the same tests 


automat« 


as the washers and dryers previously tested 

The ABC automatic washer is considered to be 
about average in most respects, except that the 
effectiveness in removal of soil from clothes was 
slightly below average for an agitator-type ma 
chine. The gearless, belt-type drive is not un 
duly complicated and should be easy and eco 
nomical to service 

The ABC dryer was satisfactory in its per 
formance, but had some degree of shock hazard 
when the machine was not grounded (All 
electric-powered laundry equipment should be 
securely and permanently connected to an elec 
trical ground by an experienced electrician at 


the time of installation 


Automatic washer 
B+ 


ABC-O- Matic, Model 71 
Ill.) $300 

Dimensions and description: Non-oscillating agitator type, 
3916 in 281% in 
Porcelain-enameled top, lid, and tub. Paint 
Maker's capacity rating, 9 lb 
Temperature of wash water adjustable by setting con 
trol to “Hot” or “Warm.” 
matically regulated to about 100° (warm). The water 


(Altorfer Bros. Co., Peoria 


top opening high, 254% in. wide 
deep 


enameled cabinet 
Water for rinse was auto 


level was time-controlled, an arrangement not con 
sidered as desirable as the positive-fill types of controls 
especially where water pressure is low or variable, or 
where a home water pump system is used. The amount 
of water used could be reduced for small loads by proper 
setting of the control dial, or by advancing the control 
manually when the desired water level was reached 
An emergency cut-off stopped the machine if an ofi 
balance load caused excessive vibration. There was no 
lid switch to stop operation of the machine automatical 
ly if the lid was opened during the spin period. (CR 
believes that all automatic washers should have a lid 
operated safety switch.) The washer could be stopped 
or started at any part of the cycle. The cycle required 
4044 min. when the maximum washing time of 18 min 
was used. Listed by UL 

Performance in test: Effectiveness in washing an 8- or 
9-Ib. load, fairly good 
water from the clothes, good (water left in the clothes 
at the end of the cycle was about 72% of the dry 
Water consumption for a full 


Effectiveness in extracting 


weight of the clothes) 


load: 17 gal. hot and 13 gal. cold water 
drawn at start of spin, 8 amp. (desirably 

coasting time at end of cycle, about 40 se 
desirably long) The washer passed the current leak 
age and breakdown tests for electrical safety "One 
"Other ABC automatic washers use a 
Model 81 
panel and has an addi 


loads 


year warranty 
mechanism similar to that used in Model 7] 
$330) ha l 
tional sho cle for delicate fabrics or ia 
Standard 1 61 ($230) has 


and d ” ) | ¢ an idjustable wash-v tempera 


a different contro 


a differ trol panel 


Clothes dryer 


B. Intermediate 


ABC, Model BF \ltorfer Bros. Co 

$160 

Dimensions and description: Rated capacity, 9 lb. dry 
18-20 Ib. wet. Dryer can be operated on either 115 or 
230 volts (110 to 120 or 220 to 240). Rated wattage 
1700 at 115 volts, 4800 at 230 volts. Current 
at 118 volts, 22 amp. at 236 volts 36 in. high 
30 in. wide, 27 in. deep plus 


15 amp 
Cabinet 
plus 2% in. back panel 
15 in. with door open. Diameter of door opening 
1344in. Door is on front and has its hinges on the right 
sicle Paint-enameled cabinet and drum. Has pro 
vision for venting from either rear or right side, to 
Safety switch shuts off dryer when door is 
opened. No interior light 
able. Listed by UL 

Performance in test: Time to remove 6 lb. of water from 
a 16-lb. load (8 Ib. dry weight), 100 min. when operated 
on 118 volts Cost to dry one 
load 54 on 118 volts Oe on 236 volts (calculated 


outdoors 
Temperature not adjust 


37 min. on 236 volts 


on the basis of 2c per kwhr.). Drying temperature on 
118 volts, about 85°; on 236 volts, 120 
Maximum temperature reached if clothes 
on 118 volts, 140°: on 236 volts, 170 
both satisfactory. Leakage current, rather high, and 
above CR’'s limit on two samples tested. Other 
ABC electric dryers use a mechanism similar to that 
used in the Model BF (which matches or pairs with 
washer Model 61). These are Model CF at $250 (matches 
washer Model 81) and Model AF at $200 (matches 
washer Model 71 


both satis 
factory 


were overdried 


Reports and ratings of five automatic electric 
washers and seven electric and two gas dryers 
are given in the October 1955 ConsuMERS'’ 
Researcn Butietin. There are also condensed 
ratings of 13 automatic washers and one com- 
bination washer-dryer previously tested. (Those 
who do not have a copy of the October BULLETIN 
may purchase one at 40 cents.) 
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Figure 1 


Top row —left lo right: General Electru 


Bottom row —left to right 


Kenmore, Arvin 5516, and Fan4tilo Heetaire 


Handyhol, Arvin 914-1, Fresh nd-Aure, and Tilan 


Portable Electric Heaters 


T° ORDER to maintain a satisfactory degree 


of warmth in the home during the fall, winter, 


and spring, heat must be added constantly or at 
frequent intervals to replace the heat which 
escapes to the colder outdoors. The amount of 
heat required to maintain a comfortable interior 
temperature is dependent upon many factors 
Some of these, such as outdoor temperature and 
wind velocity, cannot be controlled by the home- 
With others, such as leakage around 
transmission 


owner 
doors and 
through walls and roof, the heat loss can be re- 


windows, and heat 
duced considerably by proper application of 
storm windows, weather stripping, and insulation 

It may require between 2000 and 4500 watts 
of electricity to maintain a living room at 70° 
when the outside temperature is 0°, depending 
upon the means employed to reduce the heat 


loss from the room. This amounts to 2 kilowatt 


With electricity at 


344 cents per kilowatt-hour, it would cost from 


hours per hour of heating 
7 to 16 cents each hour to supply the needed heat 
Thus heating with electricity, except for occa 
sional use, would be expensive, no matler what 
kind of electrical heating device 1s employed 

The method could be used to advantage only 
where the climate is mild with only occasional 
or brief periods requiring use of artificial heat 
In such instances, it is olten convenient and 
economically feasible to employ a portable elec 
tric heater of a kind that is simply plugged into 
a wall outlet in the room. Heaters 
nal ratings of 1320 and 1650 watts are available 


having nomi 


The former are usually to be preferred as they 
permit an electric lamp or other light load to be 
used on the same branch circuit. With the 1650 
watt heaters, nothing else should be pl igged into 


the circuit since the line would be overloaded 
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and the circuit fuse may blow (as it should, to 
protect the usual branch circuit 

Contrary to the claims of some manulacturers 
who imply in their advertising that a particular 
brand is most efficient and thus less expensive 
to operate than others, all kinds of electric heater 
are equally efficient; in fact, they are almost per 
The amount of heat any 


fect in this respect 
particular heater can supply is dependent only 


upon the amount (watts) of electricity it uses 


Any two electric heaters of the same wattage 
will furnish the same amount of heat at the same 
cost even though they may be entirely different 
in design, construction, type of heating element 
or coil, and casing. They may, however, differ 
in the speed with which they can transfer the 
heat generated in their hot coils to the surround 
ing air, and in the evenness with which they will 
heat the space around them 

Heat from an electric heater may be trans 
ferred by radiation, convection, or a combination 
of the two principles. The heating coil in a 
radiant electric heater operates at a temperature 
corresponding to a ruddy glow. Only that part 
of the body which “‘sees’’ the element is warmed 
Che sensation of warmth will be stronger if the 
element operates at a herry red” or red-orange 
color, and the warming effect in a given direction 
is strengthened by use of a polished reflector 
behind the element The radiated heat is also 
absorbed by the furniture and walls of the room 
which ‘see’ the element As these objects be 
come warmer than the air, they slowly pass on 
some of the absorbed heat to the air in the room 
At best, however, this is a slow and ineffective 
means of heating a room 

The hazard of fire involved in the use of a 
heater should always be borne in mind where 
upholstery, clothing, orf 


bedclothes, curtains, 


other fabrics might, through some accident 


come close to the heater. These possibilities are 
particularly 


children or a pet animal in the house 


important where there are young 

\ convection heater, usually referred to as a 
fan-heater, transfers the major portion of the 
heat generated in the element directly to the air 
This it does by blowing the cool 
room air over the heating coils where it is warmed 
Che difference 
in effectiveness of two heaters having similar 


of the room 
and then delivered to the room 


wattage ratings is mainly dependent upon the 
air-moving ability of the fans employed. If a 
small fan is used that has very little air-moving 
capacity, most of the heated air will rise and 
collect near the ceiling. The temperature of the 
air in the living zone (from the floor to the 60- 
inch level) will rise gradually, but this rise will 
On the other hand, if the fan has good 


air-moving capacity, it will tend to keep the 


be sk yw 


room air in fairly rapid circulation and so warm 
the room rapidly and fairly evenly, and the 
warming effect of the heater will soon be notice 
ible to the ocx upant 


Selling features 
Many of the fan-heaters now 
the under-$20 


thermostat control which on sufficiently, 


ivailable, eve iti 
with a 
mild 
days will maintain the room temperature auto 
matically Since a heater 


may be used in an otherwise unheated area no 


( | iss, Come ¢ quipped 


ita preselec te | point 


' 


to provide comtort, but just to keep plants or 


pipes from freezing, for example, it is desirable 


for economy in use of electricity that the rane 


; 


of control of the thermostat extend down to 


10" It would be very helpful to the user if 


the thermostat control dial of heaters was 


marked to give an indication of the 


plainly 
room temperature at which the heater will be 
None ol 


turned off the thermostat controls 


Figure 2 


Cheesecloth and wood were both scorched or charred considerably when placed close lo some of the fan-heaters during the in 


operalive-fan lest 
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were so marked, possibly because the thermo 
stats were mounted within the heater case and 
respond not only to the t mperature ol the room 
air being pumped through the casing but also 
were affected in several instances by the heat 
radiated by the hot resistance element rhis 
position tor the control has an advantage in 
satety ofl operation however for if the lan 
should fail, the heater will soon start off-a 
cycles irrespective of room temperature 
therefore not overheat excessivel inless 
course, the thermostat should fail to fun 
\ dial marked low—medium—high or on 
i series of numbers, as on the GE, 1s to b 
ferred to one with a long arrow merel 


With the dial I 


the user at least points ol reterenc ! 


iMcream or decre im 


use when setting the control if it has be 
vertently altered by a child or other perso 

If there is a thermostat on the heater, there 
should also be a signal light which glows whenever 


\ light which con 


alls for heat cl the 


the heater 1s plugged in es on 
only when the thermostat « 
heater is for that reason in operation 1 


\ means for nit the 


on and off is also a desirablk 


prac tK al use.) 


separate on-off switch or a 
tion on the thermostat 


satisiactor’.s 


An upset sv 


desirable safety 


. ‘ 
imcorporater 
rl 


in several of the Such a switch 
set hi 3 ual ‘ rm the bottom 
of the heater and turns it off by “breaking one 
side of the line connection if the heater should 
i child or a domesti 

} 


be knocked over b‘ 
i blowing drape, or t with the ce« 
possibility ol ing the chart 


mece of tur t even set 


CR’s tests 


In order to determine the 

ins in the various fa heaters te 

‘rs’ Research operated each heater | 
enclosed and very well i ilat 
945 cubic feet I he 


points—near the ceiling ibout 


' 

feet above the floor ind at a level about 61 
ibove the floor were measured and recorded 
sutomatically, duri 25 minute { heater « 
tion. With one exception neral | 
F41H1, temperatures a 
levels were considerably higher 
than those near the floor This 
the fans had insufficient air-movi 
even lor a room of this comparat vel 


he relatively, all 4 


differs we obt i 


the General Electric, which had the most effective 


fan of those tested, would be considered satis 
factory by most users 

In order to determine the fire hazard that 
might exist u i event that v¢ fan ceased to 


function while | heater was operating, each 
fan-heater was ri or 30 minutes with the fan 
blade removed heesecloth and a small, thin 
slab of wood were placed contact with each 
grille during the umd the amount of chats 
ring, il an \“ 

In addition } ore t with an in 
operative tan temperatures 
of the cases kre ~ ‘ ti parts Liter «0 
minutes ol heaters were 
then disassemble ruction, type 
and details of wit ess Ol design 
were judged 

Except for the Hand yhot 1210 


type heater, each heater tested was equipped 


i radiant bowl 


with a motor, ol a type that does not 


caus ai wr television terlerence ind fan 
All heaters carried the Underwriters’ Labora 
label All ther controlled 


heaters cycled i room ycling adds 


i salewuard aga t ' | “ater pa ed 


tories’ 


the electrical te lor le , é i measure 


shock ha conditions 


use 

ed 
1 proper 
that some 


watts 





Figure 3 


1 buull-aw 
Fresh nd 


fan-healer 
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theses by the rated watts input. Because of the 
type of fan-motors and thermostats used, the 
alternating 


fan-beaters were for operation on 


current only 


Fan-heaters 


B. Intermediate 


General Electric, Cat. No. F41H1I (General Electric 
$17.95 


Co., Bridgeport, Conn 


A aood fan-heater, satisfactory in ost respects, but see 


( omments 


Description: Light green finish, on cast white metal 
Weight, 744 lb. Size: 10% in. high, 9% in 
4-blade 7'4-in. fan. Watts input 


Thermostat control Extra long cord 


frame 
wide, 61% in. deep 
1380 (1320) 


about 9 {t., which is desirabl 


Chis heater gave the t temperature d 


Operation: 
tribution of any tested in the small test room. Ten 
peratures of case, control knob, handle, and other parts 
likely to be touched were all well below the permissible 
limits The heater passed the inoperative-fan test 


satisfactorily the thermostat functioned to cause 


cycling of the heating element, and thus prevented 


overheating 


Comments: Stability average Handle judged too small 


for a satisfactory grip. Thermostat control knob mark 
ings, satisfactory. One end of the heater coil was not 
wholly shielded by the front grille on the heater tested 
prying fingers of a child could touch hot element, with 


consequent hazard of burn and shock This heater 


Figure 4 


During the inoperative-fan eat, the exterior of the Arevu 


91A-1 became #0 hol thal the finish was charred 
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would otherwise be worthy of an A-Recommended 
rating 2 


Kenmore, Model 7224-1! Sears, Roebuck & 


Chicago) $12.95 at retail stores 


A good heater 
noted 


although several minor 

baked-enamel finish; pressed-steel 
12 in. high 
Watts input 


1320 Combined on-off and thermostat contro 


Description: Tan 
cas Weight, 744 lb. Size 12 in. wide 


7% in. deep. 2-blade 5'%-in. fan 1390 


Operation: Fairly good temperature distribution in 


test room lemperatures of case, handle, control knob 


and other parts were satisfactorily below permissible 


limits Passed the inoperative-fan test satisfactoril) 


the thermostat functioned to cause cycling, and thus 


pre ented overhe ating 


Comments: Stability, below average 
ol marking for control knob 
preferable “nt text 


for reference would be 


artick Knob was located too close to handle an 


interfered with fingers of person picking up the heater 
The handle itself was judged less satisfactor than 
some others since one must pick up the heater with the 


ends of the fingers, rather than with a fuller, safer griy 2 


Fan-Glo Heetaire, Cat. No. L197-KT LaSalle 
Products, Ine Suffalo) $24.95 from LaSalle Product 

Inc., an affiliate of Markel Electric Products, Inc an 
identical model is also available from the latter firm 


at the same price 


A fairly good heater w 


advantage feature 


finish; pressed -stee ise 
154% in. high, 10 in. wide, 1144 
Watts input, 1360 (1320 


Description Mottled -blue 
Weight, 744 lb. Size 
in. deep. 2-blade 6-in. fan 

Two heating elements were 
tioned as a radiant heater on 
n the air stream of the fan Chermostat con 
Operation: Fairly good temperature distribution | 


test room Temperatures of case mtrol knob and 


handk wlow permissible limits pper portions of 


case were rather close to a safe upper limit (150 
Passed the inoperative-tan test, but some charring w 


noticeable on wood clo to the front of 


Comments: Stability, below average Chermostat 
trol knob markings, more satisfactory than most other 
Not equipped with “upset switch,"’ and since therm 
stat did not turn the heater off during the inoperati 
fan test, the possible hazard of charring of woodwork 
furniture, papers, or of setting a fire would be greater: 
with this heater than with some others tested in whi 
the maker supplied a thermostat and/or “upset swit 
Line on-off switch was double-pole type which breaks 


hoth sides of incoming lead, a very desirable arrange: 


ment, and one CR would like to see incorporated 
| A 


uny and all appliances which plug into a wall or 


» 


nutlet Construction of 


average 





7 = Comments: This heater was very similar in desig and 


Arvin, Model 5516 Arvin Industries , operation to the Tifan 707. Stability, good No or 
bus, Ind.) $16.95 vision, as on me heaters, to prevent line cord’s turn 
ing where it entered case, a design provision needed to 
fairly good heater, but somewhat | 5 


thers in features contributing to salety prevent possibile wear on mnecting wires and cons 


quent possibilit ias circuit On-off switch 
Description: Green, baked-enamel finish; pr d-s flicts with r email handi 
cant Weight 6% lb ize 12'% im. |! ! sirable t 1M 


5 


wide, 7% in. deep. 2-blade 5)q-in. fan npu heater coil 


1220 (1320 Thermostat control set Sv i tram ae 


Operation: Fairly good distribution al er otherwise 
in test room Temperatures | 
handle, etc., well below permissible |i his heat Titan, Model 707 
failed the inoperative-fan test in th its ci ben $18.95 
very hot and the thermostat did ff Description: \I 
the plastic nameplate melted [ f cas Weight 
sled be io vet 934 in. dees 
1320). The 


added safety factor that wor 

location of the thermostat 

Comments: Stability, poor. Push-fit method of faste upset sw 
Operation 


ing fan blade to motor shaft judged k 
room. Te 


than the more positive setscrew used by 
4, hard rubber or plastic bushing 


desirable type « r co } land imut ( 


other part 


dged rather test 
Comments 
operat 
Therm 

C. Not Recommended marking 


turning 


Arvin, Model 91A-1 Arvin Ind 
Description: Light, mottled 
‘ Weight, 446 Ib. Size 5 
64% in. deep. 2-blade 544-in. fan. Watts, 1380 (1320 


used. bh 
touch the fra 
Operstion: Fairly good temperature distribution i: and make th 
test roon (ase rose to a temperature considerab! most inadke 
above permissible limits. During the inoperative-far sulators wer 
test the temperature of the case became very hi lace. and 


which ts undesirable, and wood was charred would ha 


Comments: Stability, poor. Lacked 
on-off switch, thermostat, and handle . 
handle and the high temperature of the « : ; Radiant heater 

difficult to move the heater ; had been operating C. Not Recommended 


ior a tin While the he iting element in t ea 
irvin 5516 and Kenn Handyhot, Cat. No. 1210 


f Silex Cx vie im $) 
Description: A by radia 


baked-enamel finisl © mack 


was similar to that used in the. 
7224-1, the 91A-1 did not have a protective sl 
tween the hot element and iter « 
helps keep the outer case cool 
ther faults make this heater a poor buy om very light size: 14 in. higl 
: ; 86 in. deep Watts input, 640 (645 
Fresh'’nd-Aire Automatic Heater, Model H-553 the potential heat output of other heater 
Fresh'nd-Aire Co., Div. Cory Cory . ’ , able for use on a floor or table, but desi 
Description: Mottled-green finish; stamped | can also be hung on a wal 
case. Weight, 9 lb. Size: 1544 in. high, 104% in. w Operation: Rise of temperat 
9'% in. deep. 2-blade 6-in. fan. Watts input, |! vas hardly noticeable, as w 
1320 On-off swit Pinos ' anne of the principle ! hea 
ipset switcl Some sections 
Operation: |} ai hot after 30 min 
room Tempe ires of d ontrol } Comments: No pri 
vell bel per I heater ed where it entered 
perati i ‘ : design provision 
the « ft v ch t ti m sf 1 u connecting wires 
plastK handle becan | in i. circuit Ne 
Thermostat fJuncti durin test, licl mounting 


rimenti mut temy i rer | ere leteriorate a 
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Dictation 


Equipment 


N THE MODERN, high-speed office opera 
tions, dictating machines are often indispen 
rheir application, however, is 


Many small 


enyinecrs, scien 


sable equipment 
not limited to the large business 
offices, and doctors, dentists 
tists, clergymen, and lawyers find them useful 
ilso \ dictating machine makes it unnecessary 
for both the person dictating and the stenog 
rapher to be on the scene at the same time The 
letter or report can be recorded at the conveni 
ence of the person who wishes to dictate, and 
the stenographer or secretary will be tree to 
ittend to other duties without undue interrup 
tion Professional men, for example, will be 
able to dictate at home or on trips, and at other 

Most units ar 
an automobile by 


than normal business hours 
portable and can be used in 
means of a power converte! (Converters are 
priced in the neighborhood of $30 Thus sales 
men or traveling business or professional men 
can dictate reports directly and immediately 
upon making a call or inspection, without having 
to return to the office and prepare a report from 
detailed written notes and memoranda 
Attachments are available for direct recording 
of phone conversations there are also special 
microphones for recording interviews, proceed 


ings of large conferences, or discussion groups 


Types of machines 


There are two general kinds of dictation equip 
ment The first type is the dictating-transcrib 
ing devices, combined in a single unit. The sec 
ond class consists of two separate units, one for 


W here cost 


dictating and one for transcribing 
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is a factor, or in the small office where the use of 
i single unit for dictation or transcription would 
not cause inconvenience, the combination ma 
chine, at approximately $400, would perhaps be 
the better choice Two separate machines will 
involve a considerable investment—around $700 
but they offer a more flexible service than a 


single combination unit In the busy office 


where there is much dictation, use of separate 
machines permits the secretary to transcribe 
previously dictated material at the same time 


is the emplo er 1s dic tating new material 


Recording media 


he various machines use plastic disks, mag 


netic tapes, or magnetic bands, also called mag 
netic belts, as the recording medium. There are 
certain advant wes and disadvant iges to eat h 
ot these 

As a rule, disk recordings will have some sur 
face noise (needle scratch or hiss), although none 
of those studied by CR were considered to pro 
duce an objectionabl umount of background 
noise It a recording has been made on a disk 
inless 


While 


it is claimed by manufacturers that disks can be 


the disk cannot be re-used for dictation 
resurfaced by the compan it a charge 
resurfaced for re-use, they do not promote the 
service, and it has been CR's experience that 
resurfaced disks are likely to carry over consider 
able distracting background noise from previous 

dictation 
An advantage of disks is the ease with which 
can be filed Disks afford a permanent 


record and eliminate the danger of accidental 
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erasure, which may occur with 
and tape recordings 

Plastic disks, such as those used o 
Scriber and the Gray Audograph, are 
three sizes, while those for the Edison 
come in one size onl Disks for 
Scriber offer recording times ol 4 ie 7 
minutes a side: those for the 10. 15 

disk 5 reco} 


Sound Sa 


30 minutes a side The Edison 


1 
smatiest 


minutes on a side I he 
disk, measur©ring + inches in diameter ca " 
mailed in the popular 35°¢ x 6% business letter 
envelope. All the disks can be mailed with litth 
danger of damag« he prices of disks rang 
from 2% cents each for the small 4-minutes-per 
side record available for use on the SoundScriber, 


to 13% cents each for the 30-minutes-per-side 


record on the Gray 
Magnetic tape is used on the Stenorette 
is of the new thin type and is the same as is 


widely available for the popular tape recorders 


\ reel carries sufficient tape tor 40 minutes ol 


di tation \ record! w that is no longer wal 


can be “erased’’ completely right on the a 


chine, and the tape used for a completel new 


recording The tape 1s generall more difficult 


to handle and install than either the disk or belt 


ind there is always the possibility 


rave ling or bac kl ishing 


or possible damage to the tay 


better fidelity ol sound ind 


noise than ts produced b disks 


less the amplifier in the recorder is desi 


amplify only a certain ban 


higher fidelity of sound may 


Figure I 


Recording media Top row 
left to right 
nelic tape, Peirce magnelu 
belt. Boltom row, left lo right 
Gray disk, SoundScriber disk 
V.P. Edison Voicewriter dish 
The disks are all embossed by 
a stylus in the recording head 


Slenoretle mag 


mcodenta i | sounds ind 


Dhere is no visual ¢ n { the pres 


ence ol record y oT i may etic Tap w belt is 


there is with the grooves « id It may thus 


be necessary to play back the whole of a tape or 
belt to d mine whether or 1 carries di 
tation 
Tape is available at $2.75 per 30-minute reel 
but is previ rus du tations can be er ise | repeated 
ly and the same tape ust ! over and over, the 
tape 18 inexpensive in routine office use 
cost can mount up, however, if one wish 
keep recorded material i permanent file 
The Peirce 


5 


belt olf My 


dictation tem uses a continuous 
u plasti wh the same mag 
netic properties a properties of the 
recording belt are much the ne as Ww 

Erasing of the complet 

placing i bar magnet cross the width of the 
belt and revolving the belt at least one complete 
revolution It is important that the yperat 
remove this bar before recording, else later 
tation will be erased immediatel Dh 
woul | not be aw ire ol nist | be ittempte 
listen to his dictat 


tried to tra rT 


Operating features 


Following iret 
look lor when 


For the person dictating 


l \ definite method ol 


chine is recording 


O 
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Microphone 


Combination dictating-transcribing machi 


Gray $348 


Peirce included 


SoundScriber included 


$170 included 


Stenorette 


V.P. Edison Voicewriter $333 included 


Single Units 


Gray, dictating $330 $31 
$318 
$381 
$331 
$375 


$332 


Gray, transcribing 


Peirce, dictating included 


Peirce, transcribing 
SoundScriber, dictating 
SoundScriber, transcribing 


im luded 


tAll prices except Stenoretie include federal tax 
1 Single-ear headset 


2. Convenient means for reviewing or repeating 


dictated material 
A 


the beginning and ending of dictated material, and 


convenient and accurate method of marking 
corrections. 

4. A warning noise or signal that indicates to the 
person dictating that he is approaching the end of the 
dictating medium 

5. Automatic volume control for recording 

6. Easy accessibility of the mechanism for servicing 


For the person transcribing 

1. Convenient means for starting and stopping the 
machine. 

2. Earphones or headpiece which are comfortable 
and light in weight 

3. Power output sufficient to give enough volume to 
permit hearing well the voice of the person dictating 

4. Convenient method for locating corrections on 
the recording. 

5. Satisfactory means of relocating one's place on a 
recording if transcribing has been interrupted and the 
recording medium is removed and replaced 


Earphones, sometimes called ‘“‘listening de 


vices,’ are available for most machines, with 
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RECORDING 


Foot 


Headset Control 


Size 


Diameter 


inches 


$12.50 


$v 


$21 


included 


rhe double 
earphones were preferred by those who partici 


either single or double earpieces 
pated in CR’s use test because they covered 
both ears, and so eliminated annoying outside 
noise which would be heard if only one ear was 
covered. The stenographers also preferred that 
the backspacer be operated by a foot control and 
not solely by a button or knob onthe machine 
All agreed that controls should be clearly iden 
tified; some of the machines need improvement 


in this respect. 


The continuation of this article will appear 
in an early forthcoming issue of CONSUMERS’ 
Researcn Buiietin. The machines judged 
most desirable in CR’s study were the Gray and 
the SoundScriber, followed by the Peirce. De- 
tailed ratings of these and other makes listed 
in the table above, as well as ratings of the new 
portable SoundScriber 200 and the Dictaphone 


equipment now being tested, will be given in the 


second article 


1956 





ttating-Transcribing Equipment 


MACHINE SIZE, INCHES 


COST OF RECORDING 
MEDIUM PER HR. OF BRAND 

DICTATION WEIGHT 

APPROX Height Width Depth POUNDS 


$6/100 
$9 /100 
$13.50/100 


OSC eact Peirce 


$2.50/100 soundScriber 
tenorette 


min V.P. Edison Voicewriter 


Corrections and Emendations to Consumers Research 


Annual Cumulative Bulletin (ACB) and Monthly Bulletins 


Small Portable Wa- ( orrespondence addressed to a rib-knit fabric conseq Ue ntl coe wrt apply 


aa ee Felwin, Inc., 11146 S. Michigan The shirt measured about 19 inches at the chest 
ACB ‘55-'56 Ave., Chicago 28, has been re about 3 inches too wide for a rib-knit shirt, but 


turned marked “unclaimed,” and about the same as the accepted width for a flat 
efiorts to locate the supplier of the Felwin Water knit shirt 
Boy have failed. It would seem likely that this 


product may no longer be distributed Gas-Fired Automatic, hange listing of Kowen 
Water Hestes—l 
Page 23. Col 1 fired water heaters with 10-year 
Sept. '55-Bulletin guarantee from B. /ntermediate 
T-Shirts The Healthgard Deiuxe T-shirt, ACB and 1. Recommended. Koven val 
Page 28 \ . ( \ 35-50 
lontgomery Ward's Cat oO Page 28, Col. 1 vanized heaters with a 


Sept. ‘55 Bulletin 29-496, which was identified rantee and without anod 


“se! 


as being made of 1 x 1 nb now rated B. /ntermediate (formerly B 
knit cotton, was of interlock-knt cotton I he desigi has been changed t clude the des 


comment about the shirt’s being too wide (for dip-tube ill Koven heater 
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The “Plastic Paint” Racket 


schemes tor 


ARIOUS high pressure selling 
produc ts ol supposedly new or revolution iry 
qualities often develop to a high pitch for a few 
then they die out 


number of consumers have had ; 


months alter a sullment 
in untortunate 
heard a tale 


friends and neighbors So 


experience in the purchase, or have 


olf woe from thei 


called mastic (or “pl sti paint, untortunat ly 


has vone on rather longer than would normall 


have been expected, and still is being advertised 
a run of several year The vi 
attracted by the bas 


reat thickness of this kind of paint 


and sold, after 
tims are people who are 
idea that the ¢ 
coating guarantees that it will last indefinitely 
ind that 


quired 


thus no further painting will be r 


\ paint job done with this material is 
very expensive, being priced two, three, or four 
of ordinary paint, but 


rh cost is held back till 


times as high as a coating 
information about the hig 
more or 


the prospective purchaser has become 


less committed to sign the contract: then his 


concern is assuaged by the repeated assurance 
that he 
paint job his house will ever need 

Frederick C, Othman 


columnist, reported on Senate Hearings in which 


need not worry for this will be the last 


widely read syndicated 


the plastic paint rac ket was discussed House 
holders were high-pressured into signing credit 
applications which turned out to be legally en 
forceable notes ‘‘to pay tor a thick, trick paint 
homes and end thei 
According 


paint beyan to 
startled 


to be sprayed on their 


decorating problems lorever more 
to Mr 
“peel, crack, 
buyers got 


Othman's report, the 
and turn black betore the 
their their first 
at the ban| 

insured by the 


notice to pay up 
Worse still, since the 
Federal Housing Ad 


government would sue the vi 


installment 
loans were 
ministration, the 
tims if they refused to pay up, even though the 
ruined the their 


treatment had appearance of 


homes 


High pressure selling schemes 


Phe salesmen were specially trained to be really 
and to break 


were instructed, 


effective and aggressive racketeers, 
down all sales resistance They 
for example, that if possible they were not to fill 


in the price until the prospect had written his 
signature on the contract 
Getting 


much 


cost ilmest is 


rid of the bad coating 
as putting it on In one case when the 


paint bewan to peel off, the owner of the building 


ba oP ae THAN THE COST OF PAINT! 


tilly NOT a Paint 
ohbittgnsuvares 

“es WATERPROO! 
ag nun" i MORE FIRE-RETARDANT 


i ieee life PAINT TNGreeusre. PROOF 


~ lasts many years longer then any paint job. 
us 't keeps out moisture PROD: sum end heat 


PROPERTIES 
2MODE OF as 


10 times thicker 


then peint 0 | times more resistent 


to weather and weter 


BESTOS AND ssn; 


Fa RN SCIENCE’: 5 £500 Q00 
(HAT wom" Dite OVERY«c. PROFIT 


YS FOR ITSELF 


Eliminates “Old Fashioned” L-<% 


sruce? 


Gives re like paint 


AMAZING DISCOVERY 


weers like steel 


could not even find the people who had applied 


it Othman pointed out that it was Federal 


Housing Administration officials whose careless 
ness allowed so many householders to be cheated 
so cruelly 
they 


jobs that mack 


and put people into a position where 


were paying “month by month, for paint 


their homes look like Moscow 


lwo companies were haled into court 


prosecutor s office and fined $500 


slums.” 
by a county 
each on several indictment 


Misleading claims regarding insurance 


involved a guarantee that 
Indemnity Insurance 


Actually there 


ty of the paint 


Part of the scheme 


the job was insured by 


North America 


was no such guarantee ol the qual 


Compan ol 


or the workmanship as was implied. Consumers 


should bear in mind that it is a common sales 


device to appear to guarantee a product on the 


the name of a big indemnity insurer 


ictu ills 


basis of 


The matter, in tact indemnified by the 


entirely different 


msurance company Is ! all 


nature in this case protection of the insured 


in respect to liability caused by accidents of 


injuries to persons that occur in manufacture or 


use of the product The insurance policy made 


no provision guaranteeing that the 


product twuseif would be 


whatever for 


ual fy of the 


alistactory Phe certificate furnished with some 


paint iobs of this tvpe represe ted that the 
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product itself was ‘‘guaranteed whereas there 
was no actual guarantee of permanency or good 
appearance of the coating, which are, of course 
factors ofl 


the principal importance on any 


painting job. No guarantee provides against the 
paint’s becoming covered with black, unsightly 
pate hes of mold, or showing conspicuous streaks 
of dust or dirt \ coating of mold is a common 
fault with the 


fashioned paints do not normally present the 


mastic paints regular old 


problem 


People are still being “taken” 


One Better Business Bureau reported that n 
paints were the chief source of complai 
received from homeowners, and that some « 
claims on durability and quality of the , 
were “lantast« 
Several cases have been brought to 

tention by letter and telephone where people in 
New lerse New York, and Cons it have 
incautiously contracted for a mast pail 

on the house, not knowing what sort of 
they were up against and how little | 
were to “pern inently eliminate the 
future painting or to obtain paint 
unafiected by weather or water 


effectively on 


po 
board, weather beate 

Even merchants who ar 
product are being s dled 
instances they that 
celive will ix 


asked to 


sold to a third party w he makes demands lor 
payment 
The common device ) ri 4 the house 


owner a commission where made in his 
area by showing his house rospective buvers 
of paint jobs has been used idditional lure 
to get orders from homeowners In some cases 
a 10-year vyuarantes is ottered but there is a 
trick in that, since it covers only the material 
if the first application is unsatisfactory, a guar 
intee to replace the material (if actually tul 


filled 


paint is ol a kind that cannot be 


could be of little use to anyone since the 
ipphed by the 
owner or by house painters. It is well to remem 
ber, too, that a guarantee will be of little use uf 
inv which offers it has become ban} 


the con | 


rupt, has one out of business or moved on t 


some other held of activit which is 

common occurrence with products 

of dubious merit The only sort 

that would be useful to a homeow 

ase 1s one « } f ever 

promoters ol 

In sun \A ul ; f that an 

is attracted new kind of pa 

that lasts ti time 

mit himesell i AL hould stick t 

the old an¢ I ‘ | > t 
b repu 
IT hye pret 

ill 


should not per 


whict 


Of the Editor’s Chest 


ied from page 


Accord 


omplai t 


bt lower G.arden 
( ommiussion s 
roses ind two items describ 
were in realit wild plants 
Feder Trade (ommissio 
s were either ce 
t grow 


mother 


dvet 
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had been marketed since 1909 and was magenta 
As for the “Rose of Shangr 

la,”’ it was nothing more than the multiflora rose 
United States 


rather than blue 


widely grown and sold in the 
The advertising claims made over the radio and 
varieties 


in the press for these very ordinary 


were 80 persuasive that, at the time of the pro 
moters arrest, the Texas grower who supplied 
the rose stock had over 8000 unfilled orders and 
had previously shipped a thousand orders for 
which he had not been paid 

Other rackets that bud in the spring include 
specialists in home and garden labor, such as 
pest control, tree surgery, septic tank cleaning 
and the like, who charge exorbitant prices for 
little or poor service and then move on. The 
Better Business Bureau has year after year also 
warned the public to beware of peddlers of fake 
humus, controlled grass seed that somehow will 
magically stop growing just before you need to 
cut it, as well as the 
sensational flowers and stock. Fre- 
quently you will be able to buy top-grade stock 
from your local nursery of better quality at 
more reasonable prices, taking shipping charges 
into account, than is offered with spectacular 
claims in radio and television advertising 

More advanced gardeners, who would like to 
check on the germination of particular batches 


unlicensed tree surgeons, 
nursery 


of seeds, can often secure help from some agency 
in their state. Although the service is chiefly of 
interest to professional gardeners and farmers 
who use seed in large most State 
Boards of Agriculture have facilities for testing 


vegetable seed samples free or for a nominal sum 


quantities, 


Some will test flower seeds also. There are also 
laboratories which 
Many seed 
specialists advise against home-saved seeds, par 
ticularly 

The susceptible 


good commercial seed-testing 


will check on germination for a fee 


lor certain crops. 

gardener who has paid for 
“an amazing bargain” or ‘“‘a rare, miracle vari- 
ety’’ and then discovered that he has been sent 
a very ordinary product should take steps to see 
that his experience is not shared by others. If 
the advertisement offered a ‘‘satisfaction or your 
guarantee, ask the advertiser to 
If nothing happens, 
magazine, 


money back"’ 
make good on the promise 
protest by letter to the 

radio, or television station which carried the ad, 
and send a copy to the Better Business Bureau, 
and the Federal Trade Commission 

aware of the 


newspaper, 


Gardeners are well benefits of 


healthy exercise from their hobby, but even so 
they wish to avoid wasting the devoted effort 
that goes into spading, planting, weeding, culti 
vating, and other gardening operations on a 


low-grade or worthless product 


Abridged Cumulative Index of Previous 1956 Consumers’ Research Bulletins 


Menth Page 
Ammonia and hypochlorite 
bleach, mizing, dangerous Jan., 4 
Antibtotics, overuse Jan., 4 
lances, emall, repair 
charges Jan, 4, 3-« 
Automobiles, 19561 
Mercury Monterey; Ford 6 
Customline Jan., 12-15 
Buick 4 Special, Chevrolet 
210 Six; Pontiac Star Chief; 
Plymouth Savoy V-# Peb., 7-15 tent? 
Automobiles 
depreciation, and when to turn 
non a new model Feb., 5-6, 14 
new, costes of financing Peb., | 
used, misrepresentation in 
selling Feb., 
Volkawagen, vewly-designed, 
scheduled for production 
winter driving facts, book - 
lets reviewed 


Editortal 


labeling 


mability? 


book reviewed 


reviewed 


Blankets, synthetic fiber, 
cleaning 
Broilers, rotisserie! 


Cameras, 4 mm.} , 16- use! 
GoGecs, instant, pricest ’ 





Pabrice, acetate and rayon, 
nylon-and-cotton, unsatisfactory 
performance reported Feb.. 


water-spotting problem 
Pabrics and fibers, fam 
Food and beverages, lead con- 


Foods, frozen, improper EET Jan ; 
ready-prepared, cost 3 


Home crafteman, recommended 

Home safety, booklets reviewed im 6 

Instaliment buying, booklet 

Kitchens, built-in, need for 
standardized dimensions 


Lamp bulbs, electrict 
Lanolin in coametics, increased 


Month Page 

Physical therapy Feb., 19-22 
Plans and patterns, do-it 

yourself Jan., 25-27 

Pork, more closely trimmed Feb... 

Price rises Jan., 4 


Month Page 
each issue, page 2 


Jan., 4 


Radio, interference filters! Feb., 28 
Ranges, gas, new 

Feb., 4-4 features Jan., 4; Feb. 34 

Records, phonograph! each issue 

Rugs, problems in buyingt Jan., 28- 


Feb., 4, 33 


Feb... * 


Shavers, electric! Jan., 
Shock, electric, heed warning Jan.. 
Silver, tarnish ee a 

Skillet, porcetainized tron? 

Slide projectorst 

Snow-melting systems 


Television receivers, 1956? 
interference filterst 
picture tubes, experimental 
designs 
Television viewing and night 
ee 
Tires, whitewall, cleaningt 
Tooth pastes, special ingredi- 
ents, questionable value Feb., 
Toothpicks, ingestion, dangerous Feb.. 


Feb., 25-27 


Feb., 4 


ement, . Macaroni and spaghetti. 


wer 
Corrections and 
tions! Jan 
Milk, dry of powder 
content? 
Motion pictures! 


Directions, for use, careful 
writing needed 

Dyes, coal-tar, in foods, several 
banned 


improved quality 
Meat, inspection service for water 

steamship companies 
ered, lead 


Peb., | Pateting, rotter vs. brush 


Jan., 4 Water heaters, cost of heating 


Jan., 4, 33 prolonging the life of 


Feb., 29% Wirtne. oom 
each lasue 

temdsucates thal listing 
smcluded 


Feb., 23-24 
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Ratings of Motion Pictures 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers a 

digest of opinion from a wide range of mo 
tion picture reviews, in luding the motior 
ture trade press, leading newspapers and maga 
zines—some 19 different periodicals in all The 
motion picture ratings which follow thus do not 
represent the judgment of a single person, but 
are based on an analysis of critics’ reviews 


The sources of the reviews are 
Bozoffiice, Cue. Daily News (N.Y The Exhibitor, Piims om Revie 
Harrison's Reports, Joint Estimates of Current Motion Picture M olson 
Picture Herald, National Legion of Decency, Newsweek. New York 
Herald Tribune, New York Times, The New Yorker, Paren M agasine 
Release of the D. A. R. Preview Commitice, Reviews ond Rating the 
Protestant Motion Picture ¢ The Tablet, Time, Variety (week 


rhe figures preceding the title of the picture 
indicate the number of critics whose judgments 
of its entertainment values warrant a rating of 


A (recommended), B (intermediate 


recommended 
Audience suitability is indicated by sy 
adults, “Y"’ 
for children, at the end of each line 
Descriptive abbreviations are as follows 


adventure | lodra . 


biography 

color (Ansco, East ma Techni 

Trucolor, Warner Color, et 
cartoon 

comedy 
crime and capture 
documentary > travelogue 
drama € dealing wit 
fantasy people in wartim 
fo 


snded on histor lent , ester! 


lor young people (14-18), and 


eocial problem 


Adorable Creatures (French 

African Lion, The 

Air Strike 

All that Heaven Allows 

Anything Goes 

Apache Ambush 

Apache Woman 

Artists and Models 

At Gun Point 

Bar Sinister, The 

Beast with 1,000,000 Eyes, The 

Bengazi 

Benny Goodman Story, 
The 

Betrayed Women 

Big Bluff, The 

Big Knife, The 

Blood Alley 

Bobby Ware is Missing 

Break to Freedom (British 

Case of the Red Monkey 
(British) 

City of Shadows 

Count Three and Pray 

Court Jester, The ‘ 

Court Martial of Billy Mitchell, 
The ba 

Crooked Web, The 

Cross Channel (British 

Dance Little Lady (British 

Day the World Ended 


CONSUMERS’ 


Deep Blue Sea, The (British 
Desert Sands 
Desperate Hours 
Diabolique (French 
Diane 
Divided Heart, The (British 
Don Juan's Night of Love 
Italian 
Double Jeopardy 
Dr. Knock (French 
Duel on the Mississippi 
Flame of the Islands 
Footsteps in the Fog 
Fort Yuma 
Frisky (Italian 
Fury at Gunsight Pass 
Gentlemen Marry 
Brunettes mi ta 
Ghost Town 
Girl in the Red Velvet Swing, 


The mus-dr~< 
Girl Rush, The ri ta mi 


Glory 

Golden Demon (Japanese 

Good Morning, Miss Dove 

Gun that Won the West, The 

Guys and Dolls 

Headline Hunters 

Heide and Peter 

Helen of Troy 

Hell on Frisco Bay 

Hell's Horizon 

Hill 24 Doesn't Answer 
Israeli 

Hold Back Tomorrow 

Houston Story, The 

How to Be Very, Very 
Popular 

1 Am a Camera 

I Died a Thousand Times 

I'll Cry Tomorrow 

Iliegal 

Indian Fighter, The 

Inside Detroit 

It's a Dog's World (see Bar 
Sinister, The 

It's Always Fair Weather 

Joe Macbeth 

Kentuckian, The 

Killer's Kiss 

King Dinosaur 

King's Thief, The 

Kismet 

Kiss of Fire 

Lady Godiva 

Last Command, The 

Last Frontier, The 

Lawless Street, A 

Lay that Rifle Down 

Lease of Life (British 

Left Hand of God, The 

Let's Make Up (British 

Letters from My Windmill 
French 

Lieutenant Wore Skirts, The 

Littlest Outlaw, The 

Lone Ranger, The we 

Lord of the Jungle me 

Love is a Many Splendored Thing dr 
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dr-« 

dr < 
dr-« 
mus-htiog-c 
wes-c 


Lucky Kid, The (British) 
Lucy Gallant 
Maddalena (Italian) 
Magic Fire 
Man Alone, A 
Man Who Loved Redheads, The 
(British) 
Man with the Golden Arm, 
The 
Man with the Gun 
Mau Mau 
McConnell Story, The 
My Sister Eileen 
Naked Amazon, The 
Naked Dawn, The 
Naked Sea, The 
Naked Street, The 
Night Freight 
Night Holds Terror, The 
— My Number Came Up, 
The (British) 
Night of the Hunter, The 
No Man's Woman 
Oklahoma 
On the Twelfth Day 
One Desire 
One Way Ticket to Hell 
Paris Follies of 1956 
Pearl of the South Pacific 
Pete Kelly's Blues mus-mel 
Phantom from 10,000 Leagues, 
The 
Phenix City Story, The cri-mel 
Picnic dr-« 
Prisoner, The (British) dr 
Queen Bee dr 
Quentin Durward nov-c A) 
Race for Life, A (British) mel 
Rains of Ranchipur, The nov-« 
Ransom cri-mel 
Rebel Without a Cause soc-me 
Rebound (British) cri-mel 
Return of Jack Slade, The wes~< 
Road to Denver, The ¢ AY 
Rose Tattoo, The dr . 
Running Wild oc-mel 
Samurai (Japanese) dr-« 
Second Greatest Sex, The — mus-com-~ 
Seven Cities of Gold hist-dr-c A 
Shack Out on 101 mys-mel , 
Shadow of the Eagle adv-« 
Sheep Has Five Legs, The 
(French) ‘ 
Simba (British doc-dr-« 
Sincerely Yours mus-dr-c A 
Special Delivery com 
Spoilers, The mel-« 
Square Jungle, The 
Storm Fear 
Sudden Danger 
Svengali (British) 


com-« 


wes 
doc-e 

war-lnog-c A 
mus -COM-C 
trav-¢ 

dr-c z 

AY 


cri-mel , 


doc- 


cri-mel , 


war-dr 
crt-mel 
mys-mel 
mus-com-<« 
fan ‘ 


sm 


Tall Men, The 


Tarantula 

Target Zero 

Teckman Mystery, The 
(British) 


Teen-Age Crime Wave 
Tender Trap, The 
Tennessee's Partner mel- 


Texas Lady mel-« 


There's Always Tomorrow dr 
This Man is Dangerous (French) _ me! 
This Strange Passion (Mexican) dr 
Three Bad Sisters dr 
To Catch a Thief 
To Hell and Back 
Too Bad She's Bad (Italian) com 

Top Gun wes AY¢ 


crt-mel-< 


AY¢ 
AY¢ 


$00 dr + 


mel / 


war-dr-c A} 


MARCH, 


» «¢ 
4 Toughest Man Alive, The 
2 Three Stripes in the Sun 


é 


i¢ 


mes 


war-dr . 


10 Treasure of Pancho Villa, The 


3 Trial 

10 Trouble in Store (British) 
Trouble With Harry, The 
7 Twinkle in God's Eye, The 
2 Two-Gun Lady 

Ulysses (Italian) 

Umberto D (Italian) 
Vanishing American, The 


? 
) 
) 
l 
S 
) 6 
) 
1 
) 
? 


4 
iC 
11 6 Virgin Queen, The 
4 2 Wakamba 
4 4 Warriors, The 
4 
2 Wiretapper 
Reissues (oldtimers you may have 
ously rated in the CR Bulletin indicated 

Anchors Aweigh 

(March "46 

9 April in Paris (June 53) 


Asphalt Jungle, The (Dec. '50) 


Battleground (Apr. '50) 


Bend of the River (Aug. °52) 


2 
; 
; 
5 Berlin Express (Dec. '48) 
8 Big Sleep, The (Apr. '47) 
1 Big Street, The (Jan. '43) 
$ Black Eagle (Apr. '49 
1 Bringing Up Baby 

(Di. Dec. *38) 
| Broken Arrow (Jan. ‘51) 


6 View from Pompey's Head, The 


dr-« 
hist-dr-< 


doc-dr-« 


ade-c AY( 


crt-mei 


seen before is 


mus-com-< 


mus-come-« 
mel 
war-dr 


Will Any Gentleman? (British) com ; 


1 
i 


wes-c AY( 


war-mel 
crt-mel 
dr 
dr 


2 Call Northside 777 (Aug. 48) 
5 Carson City (Nov. °52) we 


4 Champion, The (Nov. '49) 


Cyrano de Bergerac (June ‘51 


Dakota Lil (Sept. '50 
$ Day the Earth Stood Still 
Apr. "52 


vPl té4 


Every Girl Should Be Married 


(June ‘49 


1 Green Dolphin Street (Dec. 
$ Guy Named Joe, A (Aug. '44) 


| Home of the Brave 
(Jan. "50 


com 


*47) ar 


war-dr 


propaga nda-dr 


House of Strangers (Jan. '50) 
2 It Remember Mama (Oct. '48) 


7? Ivanhoe (Jan. °53 
1 Lover Boy (British 
Happy Lovers, May 55) 


Lovers, 


+ Miss Grant Takes Richmond 


Apr. "50 


Music Land (excerpts from Make 
Mine Music, June "46 & Melody 


Time, Feb. '49) 
t Petty Girl, The (March ‘41 
§ Reap the Wild Wind 

(Nov. °43) 


Return of October (July °49 


Saratoga Trunk (June ‘46) 
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon 


Apr. '50 u 


Shepherd of the Hills (Feb. 
Son 
Spellbound (June '46) 
rall in the Saddle (July ‘45 
They All Kissed the Bride 
(March "43 
Thieves’ Highway (Apr. "50 
Third Man, The (July °50) 
Twelve O'Clock High 
(July "50 


of the South (July '47) 


mus-car 


‘42 


crt-mei 


war-dr 


Walk A Crooked Mile (Apr. '49 mel 


2 Where the Sidewalk Ends 
(Feb. '51) 
| Window, The (Dec. '49 


1950 


1} 
{ 
i 
| 





The Consumers’ Observation Post 


linued from page 4 


THE USE OF ANTIBIOTIC DRUGS FOR FOOD PRESERVATI 
in certain quarters In fact, the American Cyanamid 
granted permission by the Food and Drug Administrati 
cycline (aureomycin) for preserving uncooked, dre: 
the Food and Drug Administration took the position 
antibiotic in poultry sold in interstate commerce 
violation of the Food, rug, and Cosmetic Act, but 
tolerance that will permit 7 parts per million of 

main in uncooked poultry Other uses of antibioti Suggested by 
technologist are dipping whole carcasses of meat in an antibiotic 
tion, dipping prepackaged salad mixes in a solution < yrramycin or 
streptomycin, adding an antibiotic to raw milk at 1e time of milking, and 
using one to inhibit the bacterial spoilage of fis The future looks dark 
for those who have a sensitivity t antibiotic rugs Some ide yf the 
extent of this difficulty may be secured from > item in the British 
Medical Journal which reported that many nurses have had ) abandon thei! 
careers on account of an extreme sensitivity t the penicillin ch they 
administer to patients 


a 


. * * 


THE MIDDLEMAN is us ly le scapegoat for high prices or the spread 
in what the farmer gets an he consumer pays for ricultural prod 
ucts at the grocery store rticularly durii oliti mpaigns, the 
middleman becomes the scapegoat, the man-eating shark who has no friends 
Who is the middleman? According a recent y final ’ letter the 
biggest middleman of all is Uncle Sam, who ti Ss ( one out of every 
three of your dollars in taxe 


THOSE SOFT, LUXURIOUS COATS made of Orlon have sometimes been unwea! 
able when they came back from the dry cleaner because they shrank exces 
sively The National Institute of Drycleaning tested a number of knitted 
Orlon fleece coats last year and found that some shrank very little 
cleaning, while others shrank excessively Since that time, woven 
fleece has made its appearance and, while there are certain pre 


that the dry cleaner needs to observe, the coats were found t 


You get the latest reports from 


CR’s product-testing laboratories 


when you read 


Consumers’ Research Bulletin 


Just turn the page for a handy order blank 
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satisfactorily One such fabric, made by Draper Brothers Co carried a 
label "Draper’s MARVELON 100% Dupont Orlon, Steam Lightly. Cool, Then 
Brush." It is important that the dry cleaner know just what information 
appears on the hang tag that often accompanies Orlon coats when they are 
new so that he will know how the garments should be handled for best 


results 


> . > 


PRICES OF TELEVISION AND RADIO SETS are likely to be down in some sec- 
tions this season, if the predictions of one trade journal are accurate 
It appears that regular retailers in big city areas are making an effort to 
meet or better the offers made by price-cutters and discount houses Such 
dealers, reports the magazine, are signing up many “comparison shoppers." 


THE ADDITION OF VARIOUS CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES to foods to enhance their 
keeping quality is a matter of considerable controversy in various circles 
in the United States Now the problem is spreading to lands overseas 
Germany, for example, is expected to draft legislation that will be quite 
conservative in controlling the use of additives in foods Coming under 
severe scrutiny will be citrus fruit exporters who wrap fruit in paper 
impregnated with preservatives to control mold and decay, and lard export- 
ers who use antioxidants to delay staling, according to Chemical and Engi- 
neering News. 


NOT NEW BUT WORTH MENTIONING 

Rol-A-Map (Rol-A-Map Co., 512 Peck Bldg., Kalamazoo, Mich.), $1.98, 
plus postage This gadget is designed primarily for mounting on automobile 
sun visors. It is shipped with a state map of your own choice mounted on a 
roller like a window shade which is easily affixed to the sun visor Four 
additional maps can be mounted on the roller, which is 18 inches wide The 
idea is an ingenious one, but it may not be fully practical The roller is 


bulky and prevents the sun visor from being held flat against the top of 
the car when the map is not in use, and it is, of course, difficult to read 
the map if the car is facing the sun One expert who tried the map device 
suggested that automobile drivers may prefer to keep road maps folded in 
such a way as to be ready for use behind their sun visors, fastened in 
place with a couple of elastic bands. 


Please check your preference 


’ 
Consumers’ Research, Inc. | 
I enclose $4 (Canada & foreign, $4.20) for 
WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY one year's subscription to Consumers’ Re 


search Bulletin monthly (12 issues) 


Please enter my order as checked. | am enclosing my check (or New } Renewal 


money order) for $ 
I enclose $6.50 (Canada & foreign, $6.70) for 
one year's subscription to Consumers’ Re 
Begin subscription with issue. search Bulletin monthly (12 issues) AND the 
forthcoming September 1956 Annual Bulletin 
NAME New Renewal! 


STRESt I enclose $2.50 (Canada & foreign, $2.75) for 

a copy of the forthcoming September 1956 
Annual Bulletin. Since | am a subscriber to 
Consumers’ Research Bulletin (12 issues), | am 
entitled to the spec al rate 
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Men's Fabric Raincoats 


Children’s Training Pants 
Carter's 
Cory-Dory 
Fidelity 
Fruit of the Loom 
Med Lark 
Nazareth 
Sears’ Honeysuckle 
Spencer's 
Trebor 
Vanta 
Wards 


Electric Mixers 
Dormeyes 
General Electric 
Hamilton Beach 
Kenmore 
Kitchen Aid 
Sunbeam 
Universal 
Westinghouse 


Insulated Picnic Jugs 


Champion 
Columbian 

J. C. Higgins 
Knapp Monarch 
Little Brown Jug 
Poloron 
Revelation 
Skotch Jug 
Thermos 


Western Field 











